
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO BUFFALO 

Since time immemorial, hundreds of generations of the first peoples of the FIRST NATIONS of 
North America have come and gone since before and after the melting of the glaciers that 
covered North America. For all those generations BUFFALO has been our relative. BUFFALO is 
part of us and WE are part of BUFFALO culturally, materially, and spiritually. Our on-going 
relationship is so close and so embodied in us that Buffalo is the essence of our holistic eco-
cultural life-ways.  

 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE OF THE TREATY 

To honor, recognize, and revitalize the time immemorial relationship we have with BUFFALO, it 
is the collective intention of WE, the undersigned NATIONS, to welcome BUFFALO to once again 
live among us as CREATOR intended by doing everything within our means so WE and BUFFALO 
will once again live together to nurture each other culturally and spiritually. It is our collective 
intention to recognize BUFFALO as a wild free-ranging animal and as an important part of the 
ecological system; to provide a safe space and environment across our historic homelands, on 
both sides of the United States and the Canadian border, so together WE can have our brother, 
the BUFFALO, lead us in nurturing our land, plants and other animals to once again realize THE 
BUFFALO WAYS for our future generations.  

 
PARTIES TO THE TREATY 

WE, the undersigned, include but not limited to BLACKFEET NATION, BLOOD TRIBE, SIKSIKA 
NATION, PIIKANI NATION, THE ASSINIBOINE AND GROS VENTRE TRIBES OF FORT BELNAP 
INDIAN RESERVATION, THE ASSINIBOINE AND SIOUX TRIBES OF FORT PECK INDIAN 
RESERVATION, THE SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES OF THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND 
KOOTHENAI INDIAN RESERVATION, TSUU T’INA NATION along with other nations.  

 
ARTICLE I – CONSERVATION  

Recognizing Buffalo as a practitioner of conservation, WE, collectively, agree to: perpetuate 
conservation by respecting the interrelationships between us and ‘all our relations’ including 
animals, plants, and mother earth; to perpetuate and continue our spiritual ceremonies, sacred 
societies, sacred languages, and sacred bundles to perpetuate and practice as a means to 
embody the thoughts and beliefs of ecological balance.  
 

ARTICLE II - CULTURE  
Realizing BUFFALO Ways as a foundation of our ways of life, We, collectively, agree to 
perpetuate all aspects of our respective cultures related to BUFFALO including customs, 
practices, harvesting, beliefs, songs, and ceremonies.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE III - ECONOMICS 

Recognizing BUFFALO as the centerpiece of our traditional and modern economies, We, 
collectively, agree to perpetuate economic development revolving around BUFFALO in an 
environmentally responsible manner including food, crafts, eco-tourism, and other beneficial 
by-products arising out of BUFFALO’s gifts to us.  

 
ARTICLE IV – HEALTH 

Taking into consideration all the social and health benefits of BUFFALO ecology, We, 
collectively, agree to perpetuate the health benefits of BUFFALO.  

 
ARTICLE V – EDUCATION 

Recognizing and continuing to embody all the teachings we have received from Buffalo, We, 
collectively, agree to develop programs revolving around BUFFALO as a means of transferring 
intergenerational knowledge to the younger and future generations and sharing knowledge 
amongst our respective NATIONS.  

 
ARTICLE VI – RESEARCH 

Realizing that learning is a life-long process, We, collectively, agree to perpetuate knowledge-
gathering and knowledge-sharing according to our customs and inherent authorities revolving 
around BUFFALO that do not violate our traditional ethical standards as a means to expend our 
knowledge base regarding the environment, wildlife, plant life, water, and the role BUFFALO 
played in the history, spiritual, economic, and social life of our NATIONS.  

 
ARTICLE VII – ADHESIONS 

North American Tribes and First Nations, and NATIONS, STATES, AND PROVINCES may become 
signatories to this treaty providing they agree to the terms of this treaty.  

 
ARTICLE VIII – PARTNERSHIPS AND SUPPORTERS 

WE, collectively, invited NON-Governmental organizations, Corporations and others of the 
business and commercial community, to form partnership with the signatories to bring about 
the manifestation of the intent of this treaty. Organizations and Individuals may become 
signatories to this treaty as partners and supporters providing they perpetuate the spirit and 
intent of this treaty.  

 
ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS 

The treaty may be amended from time-to-time by a simple majority of the signatories.  
 
 


